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Editor’s Note: This article appeared 
recently on the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Web-site. It is reprinted in 
full with permission.

A 
new report from the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics says free 

and unstructured play is healthy 
and — in fact — essential for 
helping children reach important 
social, emotional, and cognitive 
developmental milestones as well 
as helping them manage stress and 
become resilient.

The report, entitled The Impor-
tance of Play in Promoting Healthy 
Child Development and Maintain-
ing Strong Parent-Child Bonds, is 
written in defense of play and in 
response to forces threatening free 
play and unscheduled time. These 
forces include changes in fam-
ily structure, the increasingly competitive college admissions 
process, and federal education policies that have led to reduced 
recess and physical education in many schools.

Whereas play protects children’s emotional development, a 
loss of free time in combination with a hurried lifestyle can be a 
source of stress, anxiety, and may even contribute to depression 
for many children, the AAP report states.

The report reaffirms that the most valuable and useful char-
acter traits that will prepare children for success come not from 
extracurricular or academic commitments, but from a firm 
grounding in parental love, role modeling, and guidance.

Still, many parents are afraid to slow their pace for fear their 
children will fall behind. They feel like they are running on a 

treadmill, but worry they will not be acting 
as proper parents if they do not participate 
in a hurried lifestyle. 

The report suggests that reduced time 
for physical activity may be contributing 
to the academic differences between boys 
and girls, as schools with sedentary learning 
styles become more difficult settings for 
some boys to navigate successfully.

Among the specific guidelines, the re-
port suggests:

• Emphasizing the benefits of “true toys” 
such as blocks and dolls, in which 
children use their imagination fully, 
over passive toys that require limited 
imagination;

Supporting an appropriately challenging 
academic schedule for each child with 
a balance of extracurricular activities. 
This should be based on each child’s 
unique needs and not on competitive 
community standards or the need to gain 

college admissions;

Helping parents evaluate claims by marketers and advertisers 
about products or interventions designed to produce “super-
children;”

Encouraging parents to understand that each young person 
does not need to excel in multiple areas to be considered 
successful or prepared to compete in the real world;

Suggesting families choose childcare and early education 
programs that meet children’s social and emotional 
developmental needs as well as academic preparedness.

The report recognizes that academic enrichment opportuni-

•

•

•

Continued on page 3.

A new AAP report reads like a playbook for Waldorf 
education. It urges parents to choose “true toys” like 
blocks and dolls, and to provide plenty of down time. 
RSAA kindergartners Olivia Cristian and Nathan Price 
(above) enjoy creating with yarn!
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Golf Scramble Honoring Parent-Coach Greg Piotrowski
Will Benefit Future RSSAA Gymnasium

by Lindsay Passmore 

Scramble will take place on Monday, June �5, at Lake Forest 
Golf Course in Ann Arbor, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

Mr. Piotrowski died last summer from 
prostate cancer. Before that, he coached the 
RSSAA golf team for six years. Along with 
his wife Cheryl, an athletic director at the 
school, he was instrumental in developing 
and supporting all kinds of athletics. 

“He believed that participation in ath-
letics can foster skills that are relevant for 
life,” Mrs. Piotrowski said. “Knowing how 
to fall down and get up again, figuring out 
your role in a group dynamic, building 
relationships with people who aren’t your 
immediate peers…” she mused. “He taught 
all of these life lessons.”

Mr. Piotrowski’s contributions to the life 
of the school grew as his children—Michael, 
Matt, and Alexa—grew. In their early years, 
he helped out by donating professional skills. An electrical 
contractor, he donated and installed full-spectrum lights for 
the fluorescent fixtures in Michael and Matt’s classrooms, a 
precedent that later became standard in the school. 

Later, when the boys got interested in playing on athletic 
teams, Mr. Piotrowski became Coach Piotrowski.

His school coaching adventures began when Michael was in 
fourth grade.  The Piotrowskis teamed up with parents Fran 
Alexander and Brant Funkhouser to lead a co-ed baseball team 
that stayed together for four years. Mr. Funkhouser remembers 
his old friend as a wise coach, who knew just when to be firm 
and when to be gentle. “The kids had a positive experience and 
won a lot of games,” he recalls.

In 1999, Coach Piotrowski took the reins of the golf team at 
the RSSAA High School. He accepted the role in order to work 
with his eldest son Michael, a member of the team, but stayed 
on after Michael’s graduation out of loyalty to the other players. 
In a Steiner Times interview that took place before illness forced 
him to slow down, Coach Piotrowski spoke fondly of his players 
and enjoyed reminiscing about some powerhouse Steiner golf 
days, “when a lot of bigger schools feared us!”

Because his children played all kinds of sports, Coach Pi-
otrowski also attended a lot of soccer, baseball, and basketball 
games. Parents like Asa Wilson remember him as the consum-
mate supportive dad, never missing a game, always helping out. 
Keeping score, manning the clock, or organizing students for 
the Faculty vs. Eighth Grade softball game were duties he took 
on without a second thought.

Besides that, Mr. Wilson recalls, “Greg, like a lot of dads, 
wanted to be there when his sons took the field. He was also there 
for the right reasons. He understood that it was just a game. He 
wanted his sons to win and play well, but he understood that 
youth athletics is about greater things. It’s about working hard 

to develop skills. It’s about doing your part to make 
the team better. It’s about treating your opponents 
with respect. It’s about winning and losing grace-
fully. This all came naturally to Greg.”  

Alumni Ben Wilson (8th grade class of 1996) 
shared an especially thrilling experience with Mr. 
Piotrowski. During high school, Ben assisted Coach 
Bob Cosey with RSSAA’s seventh/eighth grade boys’ 
basketball team. One year, the league tournament 
was rescheduled at the last minute and Coach Cosey 
couldn’t make it—he had a wedding to attend. So 
he asked Ben to coach for him, with Mr. Piotrowski 
as the adult on the bench.

“We played four or five games during the course 
of the weekend. A couple of games went into 
overtime, and it was just a really wild and exciting 
time,” Ben remembers. “I was only a junior in high 

school, and that left the door open for the parents to have a lot 
of opinions. 

“Greg shielded me from all that intensity, he really backed 
me up. He helped a ton with logistics and details, but he let me 
be the coach.” And what’s more: “For the first time in school 
history, we won the tournament!” 

According to Greg’s brother, Skip Piotrowski, reasons to play 
in the upcoming golf tournament are “to support the school and 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation, and to honor my brother.” 

The fee to play is $75. Part of the fun will be prizes, espe-
cially the $10,000 grand prize for a hole-in-one. There will be 
bagels in the morning, a barbeque lunch, and a silent auction 
featuring concert tickets and more. The pace of the day will be 
fast, because in a “scramble,” groups of four tee off together, 
but everyone hits their second shot from the same place, where 
the best ball was shot. 

“It’s a lot of fun, and everyone can play regardless of their skill 
level,” Mrs. Piotrowski said. “More important is knowledge of 
golf etiquette,” she added. And those who are absolutely green 
to the game can still come to lunch for $�5.

Proceeds will come not only from players’ fees, but also from 
business sponsorships, which cost $300 per hole and include a 
sign at the green (a $500 sponsorship includes entry fees for a 
foursome). The Piotrowskis hope to raise $10,000 this year and 
repeat the event on an annual basis.

“The first year is always the hardest, said Skip, a veteran 
player who has overseen other tournaments. “But when people 
see how much fun it is, they’ll come back.” 

Greg Piotrowski, father and coach

F   riends and golfers of all ages are invited to celebrate the 
legacy of Greg Piotrowski, a beloved Steiner parent, coach 
and athletics booster. The Greg Piotrowski Memorial Golf 

Continued next page.



3

FiFth Graders Write Grant to honor deceased Fathers
       by Alexa Piotrowski, Julia Piper, Sam Weise, and Kai Yuponco

trees. None of us had ever written any kind of official docu-
ment before, and we were all so glad when it was accepted! 

We have received the $100 and are going 
to raise additional funds with a bake sale. 
We’ll plant the trees on May 17, the an-
niversary of Kai’s dad’s passing.

our players the home court advantage in competition.  
Please consider joining us at this wonderful event to remem-

ber Mr. Piotrowski and the things he cared about. To sign up 
to play, or arrange a business sponsorship, pick up a flyer from 
the athletics bulletin board at either campus, or contact Michael 
Piotrowski (989-430-3743).

ties are vital for some children’s ability to succeed academically, 
and that participation in organized activities promotes healthy 
youth development.

“The challenge for society, schools, and parents is to strike 
the balance that allows their children to reach their potential, 
without pushing them beyond their personal comfort limits, and 
while allowing them personal free time,” the report states.

To help parents and teens develop resiliency and understand 
the role of stress in life, the AAP has created a Resiliency Web 
site. This site features 
additional information 
on stress reduction and 
coping skills, as well as a 
stress management plan 
teens can personalize 
to fit their personalities 
and lifestyles. Visit www.
aap.org/stress for more 
information.

Above: Yellowbirds Samuel Wasserman and 
Tristan Williams  have used chairs and a crate 
to create a cockpit where they can play pilots. 
Left: Lovely wooden blocks allow Yellowbird 
Michelle Lardie to create a kingdom just as she 
visualizes it, with no bounds to the imagination. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics encourages 
such play, a hallmark of the Waldorf 
kindergarten, to help children 
reach important cognitive, social, 
and emotional milestones

Left: Sam Weise, Kai Yuponco, Julia Piper, and 
Alexa Piotrowski authored a grant proposal to 
the Ann Arbor Youth Council requesting funds 
to purchase trees in honor of Kai’s and Alexa's 
fathers. They were awarded the grant!

Continued from page 1.

As for the gym, “There are no immediate plans to build one, 
but a regulation size gym is a part of RSSAA’s master plan” said 
Building and Grounds Manager Lenore Pacitto. 

That’s because the existing gym doesn’t actually meet the re-
quirements for hosting most formal athletic events. High School 
and Lower School teams hold practices there, but RSSAA has to 
rent space for “home” games. That costs extra money and denies 

Last year we lost two of our classmates’ fathers because 
of cancer: Greg Piotrowski and Ken Yuponco. Our class de-
cided to plant two trees on the school 
grounds in memory of them. Alexa 
chose a Black Hills Spruce tree to 
honor her dad because she wants to be 
able to see it all year round. Kai chose 
the Red Oak tree because the plant 
that Mrs. O’Keefe (our teacher) chose 
to be most like Kai was an oak tree. 

We—Kai, Alexa, Sam, and Julia—
all wrote a grant requesting $100 from 
the Ann Arbor Youth Council to buy 

Continued from page 2.

American Academy of Pediatrics
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A Parent Wonders:  
What Do Children Need in the Middle Grades? 

by Lindsay Passmore 

M iddle school has been making headlines, and not 
just in Ann Arbor, where middle schools are be-
ing restructured to match new budgetary realities. 

Across the country, regardless of their finances, school districts 
are asking the question, How can we do a better job teaching 
students during one of the most volatile times in their lives? 

The greater needs of children in early adolescence have been 
clearly outlined in a New York Times series entitled “The Critical 
Years.” The Times reports that teachers guiding young people 
through puberty are frustrated by “well-documented slumps in 
learning among early adolescents.” 

As many parents know, middle school can be a confusing time 
emotionally. A principal explains: “One middle school student 
is like three high school students in terms of their behavioral 
needs and the issues you’re confronted with.” 

There are also other issues that can really catch today’s parents 
off guard. At his daughter’s school talent show, writer Lawrence 
Downes was appalled to witness the provocative gyrations of 
many of the 10 and 11 year-old girls, not to mention the en-
thusiastic cheers of their parents and siblings. 

He was familiar, he said, with the debate about eroticism 
at high school dances. “What surprised me, though, was how 
completely parents of even younger girls seem to have gotten in 

step with society’s march toward eroticized adolescence — either 
willingly or through abject surrender.” 

What is a parent to think? Amid these concerns about 
achievement, behavior, and growing up too soon, the Times 
series unfortunately reveals no silver bullet emerging from the 
current efforts to re-think middle school. And even if there were, 
would conventional wisdom apply in a Waldorf school where 
the atmosphere is so entirely different?

Certainly at RSSAA we need not worry about unhealthy 
expressions of sensuality. But even in such an idealized environ-
ment, our children cannot be sheltered from all of the challenges 
of growing up.  

How does a Waldorf school approach the journey into pu-
berty? How do adults in this environment think about the needs 
and challenges of this age, and how do they try to meet them? 

Earlier this school year, the Steiner Times explored two RSSAA 
programs that have the potential to shape our young adolescents 
in powerful ways. One of these is the growing trend in our school 
to take children into the wilderness. Teacher Lawrence Mathews 
and parent Steve Coulter wrote eloquently in the winter issue 
about the inner resources our students (and parents) discovered 
on a challenging canoe trip to the wilds of Canada. 

Said Mr. Coulter, “We learned how to be with the land, 
how to be with one another, and ultimately how to be with 
ourselves.” 

The school is also investing across the grades in Kim John 
Payne’s Social Inclusion program. After hosting Mr. Payne twice, 
the faculty and parents have seen some inspiring demonstrations 
of how we can lovingly yet firmly guide our children toward 
greater “social intelligence.” 

In this issue, we look at another component that affects our 
children—arguably 
the most important 
one of all: the Wal-
dorf curriculum. On 
the next page, sixth-
grade teacher Clau-
dia Browne shares 
her thoughts on this 
subject.

Students in our middle grades continue to study both German and Spanish 
(Señora Perla is pictured here), and take as an unmatched variety of special 
classes: vocal and instrumental music, art, physical education (games), 
handwork, woodwork, and drama. These pursuits go beyond the goal of 
a well-rounded education. They also provide genuine creative outlets that 
buffer the highs and lows of adolescence.

With some recent refinements, the Lower School athletic program 
is providing more students with a comfortable entry point into 
team sports. In the words of volleyball coach parent Chris Cristian of (i)9 
sports, “The emphasis is not on winning at all costs, but on learning to 
win with humility and lose with dignity.”  Here Coach Cristian poses with 
the sixth-eighth grade volleyball team, a group that went deep into the 
end-of-season tournament and also provided a meaningful social outlet 
with highly supportive relationships across the grades.
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Waldorf Studies in the Sixth Grade 
by Claudia Browne, sixth-grade teacher

The sixth grade is a year of wondrous transformation in 
children’s lives. From the balance, harmony, and idealistic think-
ing of fifth grade, teachers and parents now witness a deeper 
descent into matter as the students approach puberty. 

Rudolf Steiner tells us that the human being has passed 
through stages of evolving consciousness from ancient times to 
the present; and that this evolution closely parallels the stages 
of human development from birth through adulthood. Each 
subject in the Waldorf school curriculum builds on what has 
gone before, and unfolds in a way that engages the child of a 
particular grade because 
it addresses these inner 
changes.

Sixth grade brings 
the study of Roman 
history: the change from 
kingdom to republic; 
the concern for integ-
rity, needed to keep the 
republic pure; then the 
decadence that revealed 
itself as spiritual corrup-
tion set in. As slavery 
increased, laziness, cru-
elty, and self-indulgence 
also increased, and were 
experienced in gladiator fights and in the deeds of some of the 
emperors. 

Sixth graders are passing through similar inner changes. 
Teacher Betty Staley, author of Between Form and Freedom, 
explains:

The honor and purity of earlier years gives way to 
a fascination with grossness, with laziness, with self-
indulgence. The golden age of childhood is passing, 
and the changes of pre-puberty cause the youngsters to 
focus on themselves. When they experience the mirroring 
of their changes in the descriptions of the Romans, they 
develop moral discrimination which helps them through 
these difficult years.

Like history, drama remains a vital subject in our approach 
to adolescents. It really channels their energy, allowing them 
to emote and express themselves strongly in a concrete and 
creative way. Our sixth grade play, The Road to Damascus, not 
only provided my students with challenges, humor, and artis-
tic expression, but also gave them an experience of how the 
brightest hopes for the future of humankind could be found 
even amongst the darkness and decadence of Imperial Rome. 
All of these wonderful opportunities for enrichment occur in 
drama when the teacher holds the form and gives the students 
the proper context. This works very powerfully.

The vibrant sixth grade curriculum meets the students’ new 

capacity for perception, and for grasping cause and effect, with 
a more formal introduction to the sciences. We look closely at 
mineralogy, acoustics, optics, heat, magnetism and electricity. 
In their main lesson books, students are asked to make precise, 
objective observations of what they see in the phenomena they 
witness. 

Young people of this age possess both increased intellectual 
capacities and a need to acquire mastery over the physical, prac-
tical world around them. We meet them with an introduction 
to business math as well as the use of new tools. In geometry 

students learn to use a 
compass and straight 
edge. Alongside their 
studies in medieval his-
tory, they practice the 
art of calligraphy.

In literature, biog-
raphy and historical 
fiction work much as 
drama does. It takes the 
focus off the students in 
their self-consciousness 
at this sensitive time of 
development. Hearing 
the stories of heroes 
both real and fictional, 

from Charlemagne to King Arthur, allows students to look 
beyond their own experiences to something bigger. Reading 
historical fiction such as The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George 
Speare has given my class an opportunity to identify with the 
anger of this age, sharpening their perception and fostering 
reflection. 

The pedagogy behind this broad curriculum goes beyond the 
goal of producing well-rounded students. It addresses specific de-
velopmental issues that arise at this time in young people’s lives. 
On the importance of art, for instance, Betty Staley writes:

The inner life of the adolescent craves art as a way 
of connecting, of conversing, of creating…When we 
create something artistically, we stand before a mystery, 
something unknown. We feel that something alive is 
present, and that we are the means for it to come into 
physical form. As adolescents develop sensitivity to 
the creative process, they sense that they are midwives 
to something that is being born. They partake in the 
mysteries of the universe.

The act of creating helps to bring balance to the child at a time 
when other, baser qualities are expressing themselves. 

Thus, the great inner changes taking place within the sixth 
grader are acknowledged, nurtured, and met with an appro-
priate, new environment of academic vitality in the Waldorf 
classroom.

The sixth-grade play, The Road to Damascus, not only provided students with challenges, 
humor, and artistic expression, but also gave them an experience of how the brightest hopes for 
the future of humankind could be found even amongst the decadence of Imperial Rome. 
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Woodworking with Mr. Zang 
by Karen Totten

Slats of wood of different lengths, grains and colors rest 
against the east wall. In the center of the room stand 
four work stations filled with projects in various stages 

of completion. The west wall is claimed by cutting machines, 
storage compartments, and high in the air, a string of small flags 
declaring peace. It is a petite room, nestled between the art room 
and the gymnasium, a place arranged with efficiency and purpose 
in mind.  

Here a group of sixth graders is carving spoons. 
Their fingers follow along each outline, moving 
with the tools as they push into the wood, curling 
off shavings that drift to the floor. Over and over 
they rasp and gouge as they have been shown, pa-
tiently attentive. Later, their hands curve with the 
grain, rubbing it smooth under the sandpaper’s 
grit, polishing and rounding out bowls so their 
mouths will fit, then oiling them. 

Seeing the products of this labor, one can sense 
the mystery of the creative process. As the grain of 
the wood meets the carver’s 
will, hard natural forms be-
come spirit revealed.

The creator of this work-
space and shepherd of this 
process is Ron Zang. His 
relationship with wood and 
tools has evolved over time. 
Mr. Zang lived in the coun-
try for a number of years, in 
a log home, heated mostly by 
wood. Over time he found 
many things that needed care and fixing. Splitting wood for the 
fire, and adding on to the house as his family grew, Mr. Zang’s 
knowledge grew too. 

Like Mr. Zang, Steiner students develop their familiarity 
with wood over time.  The youngest, in the early childhood 
program, work alongside Mr. Zang as he repairs chairs or other 
items around the classroom.  In recent years, they have helped 
to make simple toys like little spinning acrobats, and this year, 
a marble ramp with drops that required a lot of cutting and 
nailing. “Projects the children can do with me,” he explains. 

Mr. Zang guides the children, putting his hands alongside 
theirs if necessary.  “It is very fascinating to put a tool into a 
child’s hand, to make it an extension of their own,” he says.  
“They see that these tools are able to shape the wood, and it is 
a profound moment.  It’s liberating.”

And it is hard work, but that’s part of the plan. Teachers will 
tell you that woodworking helps students develop their will. 
They make their own plan for the wood and see it through to 
completion, in dialogue both with the teacher and the material.  
A final product emerges only if they stay on task and willingly 
apply the effort.  Even a setback can help students gain a sense of 

accomplishment, as they must reconsider how best to proceed.  
This kind of effort can establish a habit of perseverance that 
serves them well in other pursuits, too.

It is in fifth grade that woodworking becomes a regular sub-
ject in the students’ schedules.  They begin by crafting mice, 
using aromatic cedar which also has a nice, easy-to-see grain.  
Then, the students fashion eggs, for which they can choose the 

wood—basswood and butternut 
are the most common choices, 
although some students like the 
challenge of a harder material 
such as black walnut. These forms 
evolve into ever more challenging 
projects in the years to follow: 
bowls and spoons, swords, and 
even chessboards and stools.  

“It testifies to what we can do 
as human beings,” Mr. Zang says. 
“So making an egg or mouse, or 
spoon, becomes meaningful, and 
something the students can be 
proud of.”

In his 14 years at Steiner, Mr. 
Zang served first as a class teacher. 
He taught one class in their fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade 
years; and another class just for 
seventh and eighth grades. Before 
coming to Steiner, Mr. Zang spent 

16 years teaching in public schools. His work during that time 
included setting up a gifted and talented program in the Plym-
outh-Canton School District. 

He developed plans for the current RSSAA woodworking 
program during a sabbatical year, but Mr. Zang’s dedication to 
the healthy development of children is evident other ways too. 
During the summer, Mr. Zang teaches some similar lessons in 
perseverance in a vastly different setting. He runs Moonshadow 
Bike Camp, a challenging program near Honor, Michigan, close 
to Glen Lake. The camp encourages middle school—and new 
this year, high school—students to spend time outdoors, having 
adventures and testing their physical and mental boundaries.  

He also teaches Algebra to RSSAA eighth graders, reads stories 
to RSSAA first and second graders during their teachers’ plan-
ning periods, and tutors off-campus. To all these endeavors he 
brings a playful wit and gentle spirit that wins hearts. 

 “All I do at the school, that’s my fun,” Mr. Zang says. “It’s 
great to combine what you love with what you do for work.” 

No small wonder then, that he is considered by so many to be 
a blessing. In the words of one ninth grader, he’s “my hero.”

Karen Totten, poet and RSSAA Before-Care Assistant, is the mother 
of Alex and Noah Burns (Class of 2010 and Class of 2013).

Above: Fifth grader Ben Gilson 
receives advice from Mr. Zang 
for the next step in his project. 
Left: Spoons made in sixth grade 
are priceless family treasures.
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E arlier this year, the school announced the formation 
of The Legacy Society, to honor individuals who have 
expressed their intention to make gifts by naming the 

school as a beneficiary in their wills or other estate planning 
tools.

By their actions, these special donors join the distinguished 
group of pioneers who dedicated themselves to establishing a 
Waldorf school in the cultural and intellectual soil of Ann Arbor 
over �5 years ago. The Legacy Society recognizes those who are 
building upon that foundation, to ensure the school’s security 
in the �1st century. With deepest 
gratitude, we proudly introduce 
two of its members:

Jim and Lori Belanger, parents 
of Austin, Tessa, and Landon

The Belanger family had their 
first experience of Waldorf educa-
tion at Oakland Steiner School, 
near their Detroit area home. A 
careful exploration of schools for 
their first-born, Austin, led Mrs. 
Belanger to an open house where 
she saw a wealth of deeply nur-
turing creative possibilities. The 
Belangers treasured Austin’s experi-
ences in the early childhood program and later, in the grades. 

But after Austin’s third grade year, the school moved to 
Rochester Hills and the Belangers faced an impossible commute. 
Transferring to RSSAA, they joined a small network of Oakland 
County families whose journeys also led them here, impressed 
by the teachers and RSSAA’s investment in a High School. 

That took a leap of faith. But eight years—and two more 
RSSAA students—later, the couple speaks with gratitude for 
the imprint the school has left on their lives. Especially, they 
appreciate the way in which the school has instilled all of their 
children with a love of learning, and the way that it seems to 
bring out the best in every child.

“We just went to Landon’s third grade play, and we were 
mesmerized,” Mr. Belanger says. “It wasn’t just the number 
of lines they all had memorized. It was also the confidence 
each child showed, taking on those character roles and really 
delivering in front of all those people. Even the shyest of them 
just shined.” 

Part of what the couple relishes about their school experi-
ence is their close relationships with teachers. They speak with 
the highest regard for Tessa’s teacher Claudia Browne, and are 
thrilled that Austin’s teacher, Daryl Honor, has now become 
teacher to their youngest son Landon. 

Mr. Belanger remembers crawling through a cave with Mrs. 
Honor on Austin’s eighth-grade spelunking trip in �004, express-

ing his hope that she would loop down to teach Landon’s first 
grade class the next year. She did, and the trust and security the 
Belangers feel as a result of their long history together means 
the world to them.

Over the years, Mr. and Mrs. Belanger have immersed them-
selves in school activities, helping out with innumerable projects, 
committees, and special events. Whether organizing book sales 
to fund playground improvements, or coordinating rooms for 
the Holiday Bazaar, Mrs. Belanger has put her considerable 
organizational skills to work for the school with cheerful good 

will. She also serves on RSSAA’s 
Board of Directors and on the 
Development Committee. 

Two years ago, Mr. Belanger 
helped to spearhead a project in 
Tessa’s class to give fathers a special 
time with the children. The result 
has been a series of weekend and 
summer camping trips that have 
bonded the children and their dads 
in ways he says they couldn’t have 
imagined. 

When Austin was at the Lower 
School, Mr. Belanger also coached 
his seventh/eighth grade basketball 
team. Austin’s ability to shine in the 
athletic arena inspired his parents 

to become pro-active in building the school’s athletic resources. 
Last year they helped Athletic Directors Cheryl Piotrowski and 
Becky Chapin create an after-school program for fifth and sixth 
graders who want a fun, non-competitive introduction to team 
sports. 

Now, Mr. Belanger is one of many parents leading children 
in practicing the basics of basketball, volleyball, soccer, tennis, 
or flag football on Friday afternoons. Tessa has had a wonder-
ful entry into interscholastic soccer and volleyball this year as 
a result, and participation in the program has skyrocketed in 
its second year, with more than �0 children playing basketball 
alone. 

“Because we’re getting them a little younger, and their experi-
ences are positive, they’re really blooming,” Mr. Belanger said. 

But the Belangers wanted to do more. This year, they decided 
to include the school in their estate planning, and have arranged 
a bequest for RSSAA in their will. The bequest is specifically 
designated to help finance a new gymnasium and theater facil-
ity in the future. 

“Having a regulation-size gymnasium where the school can 
actually host games, and a theater for these incredible plays, 
will be a magnificent element to really ‘finish’ the kids’ experi-
ence,” Mr. Belanger said. “This is a holistic education, and we 
believe the school really needs the facility. We would do it now 
if we could.” 

Strengthening Our School’s Future – Meet The Legacy Society

The Belanger Family (left to right): Austin, Lori, Jim, Tessa, and 
Landon.

Continued next page.
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Lower School Hosts World-Famous Taiwanese Yo-Yo Troupe

If you happened to celebrate the Chinese New Year at our 
school this year, then you know what a memorable experience 
it was. The Giaho Yo-Yo Troupe from central Taiwan has per-
formed many times for visiting dignitaries at Taiwan’s Presiden-
tial Palace, and on February 14 its members, coach, and school 
principal were special guests at RSSAA.  Our fourth graders had 
a great time hosting these incredible young people.

“It was the best school day of my entire life!” reported fourth 
grader Eitan Halpern. 

The eighth-grade students played a special part in the day, 
too. They served a special lunch in the art room—hot and sour 
soup, sushi, tea, fortune cookies, and homemade bread. And to 
welcome the troupe, they performed 
a traditional Chinese Dragon Dance 
and played two Chinese songs on 
their recorders.  

Su-Fen Lin (mother of Weiling 
Huang, Class of �015) said, “The 
eighth grade students were just won-
derful, they worked really hard, with 
smiles on their faces.”

As for our guests, they enthralled 
the entire Lower School with their 
performance, and many RSSAA stu-
dents expressed an interest in learn-
ing some of the yo-yo tricks. Yo-yo 
has been around since ancient times, 
and has recently become very popular 
among Taiwanese youth, especially 
at Giaho Elementary School, Mrs. 
Lin said. 

“We owe a special debt of gratitude to Mrs. Lin, who was 
instrumental in bringing the group to our school,” said Kriste 
Brown, RSSAA Outreach Director. Ms. Lin learned about the 
group through the Ann Arbor Chinese Association, shared infor-
mation about the young performers with school administrators, 
and ensured that the Steiner School got on their itinerary. 

“We felt it would be a wonderful opportunity for cultural 
exchange,” said Mrs. Lin. “It’s not just about performance. It’s 
also an opportunity for the students to be with each other and 
learn about one another.”

The Taiwanese students especially enjoyed their time at 
RSSAA, she said. After the exchange, our fourth graders sent 
thank you notes to Taiwan and these are on display throughout 
Giaho Elementary School.

Le f t :  Eigh th  g rader s 
Alex Massengill and Jill 
Bourbonais help lead a 
traditional Chinese dragon 
dance that their class 
performed to welcome their 
special guests. 
Below: The Giaho Yo-
Yo Troupe from central 
Taiwan performs at the 
Lower School during a 
celebration of the Chinese 
New Year.  

“We are deeply grateful for the Belangers’ generosity, and wish 
to thank them again for the confidence that they have expressed 
in our school,” said Director of Development Diana Piper.

Strengthening... Continued from page 7.

I would like to learn more 
about planned giving!

Please send me the following pamphlets:

 Ideas for Retirement 

 Update Your Will 

 The Art of Gift Planning

 Your Will To Help

 Memorial Giving

 Your IRA Legacy

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City___________________State______Zip________

Please mail to: Diana Piper at Rudolf Steiner School of 
Ann Arbor, �775 Newport Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103  
or email dianapiper@rssaa.org with your request.
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Editor and Writer……………..Lindsay Passmore
Contributing Writers………….Karen Totten; 

Alex Piotrowski, Julia Piper, Sam Weise, and Kai 
Yuponco from the Class of 2014

Photographers………………….Kriste Brown, Andrew 
Knoll, Lindsay Passmore, Eric Sproull

The Steiner Times is a quarterly publication that is written, 
edited, photographed, and designed by parents, teachers, 
and students at the Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor.  

Steiner Times Team

Seniors Savor Loveliness and Majesty of Italy

 fter her travels in Europe as a teenager, Eleanor Roos-
evelt wrote: "I really marveled now at myself...for I was 
totally without fear in this new phase of life."

Our seniors returned last month from their own European 
travels--the annual twelfth-grade trip to the cradle of western 

Above Left: The Colosseum, just after sunset. Above: Anna Emmerling 
feeds the pigeons in the Piazza San Marco in Venice (Andrew cautions, 
"It's dangerous—they like to swarm you!").

civilization, the crowning experience of their Steiner education. 
They toured the Grand Canal of Venice, marveled at the art 
of Florence, and admired the Colosseum of Rome. Soaking up 
the history of the Old World, they even slept in convents for 
much of the trip. Other stops included Spoleto and the small 

city of Orvieto, built on top of a volcano. Every day 
they sketched and journaled among the ancient ruins, 
surrounded by a modern, cosmopolitan culture. Ac-
companying them were teachers Margot Amrine (art 
history), Robert Black (history of architecture), Elena 
Efimova-Townsend (art), Calisa O’Keefe (fifth grade, 
preparing to teach Roman history next year), and 
Sudee Taormina (art). Thanks to senior Andrew Knoll 
for sharing these photographs from his collection! 

Wherefore Goest Thou, 
Rudolf Steiner Grads?

Our �1 wonderful graduates will be making final college 
decisions soon! At press time, this was a complete list of college 
acceptances for this year's seniors:

The University of Michigan (5)
The University of Georgia
Indiana University
Lewis & Clark College, Oregon (�)
Lawrence University, Wisconsin
Knox College, Illinois (�)
Sarah Lawrence College, New York
The New School, New York
Michigan State University
Earlham College, Indiana (�)
Kalamazoo College (�)
Macalester College, Minnesota
Grinnell College, Iowa
Beloit College, Wisconsin
The Boston Conservatory
San Francisco Conservatory of Music
School of Visual Arts, New York
Rhode Island School of Design
Ohio Wesleyan University
Columbia College Chicago (3)
Western Michigan University (�)
Roosevelt University, Chicago (�)

A
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School is Deeply Grateful for Generous Support

Annual Giving Donations Reach All-Time High
 Development Director Diana Piper announced in March 

that donations by parents, faculty, and friends to this year’s 
Annual Giving Campaign reached an all-time high, thanks in 
part to a generous donor who matched every gift beyond the 
$40,000 mark. 

“I am feeling extremely blessed 
and grateful to tell you that we raised 
$50,000 from regular contributions, 
qualifying us for the full potential 
of the $10,000 matching gift. Our 
grand total for this year’s campaign 
was $60,000. Those dollars make a 
huge difference in the daily experi-
ence of our students. We truly ap-
preciate each and every gift.”

Piano Restoration Fund 
Reaches $15,000 Goal  

In addition, Mrs. Piper reports 
that the restoration of our High 
School grand piano is now set to go 
forward. With generous gifts from 
RSSAA grand parent Phil Jenkins 
and three anonymous families, 
RSSAA Music Teacher Janice Sand-
ers is able to schedule the work.  The 
school wishes to again express deepest gratitude to the Amrine 
family for donating the piano and to Jazz Musician Ellen Rowe 
and her family for making it available to RSSAA.  We are look-
ing forward to hosting many beautiful concerts and filling the 
High School with music and joy.  

$5,000 Gift Matches Mortgage Donations
Another generous donor graciously offered to match dona-

tions toward the principal on our mortgage loan, up to a total 
of $5,000.  At press time, $4,550 had already been donated 
(for a total of $9,100 when the matching funds are added). 
The school benefits immensely from such gifts, as the value of 
additional payments toward our principal multiplies over the 
years due to the interest payments we save. 

New Office Equipment Arrives 
Thanks to a dear family we now have amazing new equipment 

including four new laptops, three desktops, and a scanner.  We 
also gratefully acknowlege Ricoh, our new copy machine dealer, 
for their gift of a large office printer, as well as Paul and Kim 
Mann, for a desktop printer. We are so thankfull to be able to 
work more efficiently with current computers and software.

“Springtime in Paris” Raises over $25,000
Our “Springtime in Paris” auction fundraiser was truly a 

night to remember. Not only did we raise over $�5,000 for the 
school, we also reveled to the witticisms of auctioneer Michael 
Lee and basked in the music of our very own parents and teach-
ers: Terry Farmer, Kevin Horne, Lawrence Mathews, and friends 

Leo Najar and Mike 
Brownell.

The school would 
like to extend a very 
special thank you to 
our Auction Spon-
sors, The Bank of 
Ann  Arbo r  and 
Brighton Ford-Mer-
cury, whose support 
means a great deal 
to the success of an 
event like this. We 
would also like to ex-
tend our very sincere 
thanks to all of the 
donors who made 
this special evening 
possible. 

We would like to 
recognize our Acqui-
sitions Team: Judy 

Alexander, Adrienne Bates, Stephanie Bentley, Kriste Brown, 
Colleen Crawley, Kara Cristian, Rosalie Denenfield, Karen 
Farmer, Felice Fergel, Ina Gerdenich, Mara Gibson, Brenda 
Green, Cynthia Greene, Kirsten Hallstrom, Kristina Kujawski, 
Celia Larsen, Sarah Newland, Jennifer Pavich, Diana Piper, 
Corina Macsay, Claudia Reichert, Susan Schilperoort, Rebecca 
Schneider, Laura Shope, Amy Shuler, Heidi Sproull, and Donica 
Varner.

And let’s not forget our Class Basket organizers! Thanks to 
Christine Law, Katrina Klaphake, Jane Reed, Connie Harris, 
Dianne Guzek, Kim Easterday, Heidi Sproull, Stephanie Bentley, 
Claudia Reichert, Beth Bauer, Rodney Howell, Karen Hart, 
Melinda Mathias-Porter, Lorraine Hough, Gloria Crow, Kristin 
Hannahs, Layale Weinert, and Sylvia Lang. 

Special thanks also to our fabulous decorating team, Elena 
Efimova-Townsend, Jane Mitchell, and Sudee Taormina; to Amy 
Shuler for storing our auction items; to the irrepressible Michael 
Lee; and to the tireless Heidi Sproull, who helped with so many 
last-minute details. It is tremendous to have such support from 
such wonderful friends. Merci beaucoup!

Above: Senior Lance Wagner plays the newly acquired Stieff grand piano, a 
gift from the Amrine Family and jazz pianist Ellen Rowe which will be fully 
restored, thanks to several generous gifts. Lance will attend MSU next fall on 
a full scholarship to the jazz music program. 
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Alumni Mail Bag
We have been contacting our recent high school graduates to 
find out how college is going. Margaret Wessel Walker (1�th 
grade Class of �005) responded:

How well has your Waldorf education prepared you for 
college, compared to the traditional education of your college 
classmates?

I find that my Waldorf education has prepared me very well 
for college.  I’ve had no trouble at all adjusting to the new 
environment and educational style.  Waldorf education has 
prepared me better for discussion-based classes than my friends 
with non-Waldorf backgrounds.  Also, I am more used to the 
idea of studying outside my area of interest, which is especially 
important at a school like the University of Chicago, with its 
strong emphasis on the Core curriculum.  Finally, the biggest 
difference I have noticed between my high school education 
and that of my friends who attended non-Waldorf schools is 
their stress on grades and testing.  Really, though, by the time 
everyone has arrived at college, no one cares about your high 
school GPA or SAT score, and the APs are only important if 
they enable you to skip some required credits.  And aren’t you 
at school to take those classes anyways?

Is there anything you wish you had learned before you got 
to college?

I find that my paper writing skills are rather weak, but I am no 
worse than my other friends from different schools.  I am lucky 
to have grown up in a very academic household, and having 
three older siblings, so I knew more or less what to expect from 
college.  It’s not anything like high school, whether Waldorf or 
more traditional, and I think that that can’t be said enough.

Class Notes
Michael Piotrowski (12th grade Class of 2002) 

Michael received a golf scholarship to Northwood University 
in Midland, and recently graduated with a degree in economics 
and management. He is currently organizing a golf tournament 
to recognize his late father (see related story on �). 

Ben Wilson (8th grade class of 1996) 
Ben is engaged to be married this June to Mellissa Bartels 

of Tecumseh! Ben recently earned a political Science degree at 
Eastern Michigan University. While still a student, he enjoyed 
working on the staff of Congressman Joe Schwartz.

Please describe any special projects, work experiences, or 
extra-curricular activities that have been meaningful to 
you in college. How did your RSSAA High School experience 
prepare you for these?

I haven’t been at college long yet, since I took a year off (which 
I highly recommend to anyone who has something worthwhile 
they can do during that year), so I don’t have much to contribute 
to this question yet.  Orchestra definitely springs to mind 
though; and my years under Ms. Sanders’ excellent direction 
in the orchestra at Steiner.  I now play with the University of 
Chicago Chamber Orchestra.

Margaret adds: 
Steiner definitely provided the best high school education 
for me, and I'm loving college, so obviously, something went 
right!

Yes! I would lIke to help the Rudolf steIneR school of Ann ARboR!
Tuition alone does not cover the cost of a complete Waldorf education.We rely on support from friends like you to help us keep the curriculum rich and full.

Payment method:
___ Enclosed is my check for $________ (made payable to the Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor.)
___ Please charge to my credit card. ( ___Visa   ___ Master Card) Card number ______________________________ Expiration Date ______________      
___ I Pledge $________ to be paid in monthly installments beginning ____________________________________.   Enclosed is my first check.
___ I Pledge $________ to be paid ________________________________.
___ My company will match my gift. _______ Company name: ____________________________________ Phone # __________________________

�007 Priorities:
       o General Operations    q Tuition Grant Fund

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________ Phone # __________________________
 (As you wish it to appear for publication purposes.)  Please check here if you wish to remain anonymous. _______

Address: ___________________________________________________   City, State, Zip ________________________________________________

Affiliation with school (i.e. parent, alumni, friend, faculty, staff, etc.) ____________________________________________

Please complete and mail to: Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor, 2775 Newport Rd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103 Questions? Please call 734-995-4141
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Three dear eighth-grade graduates returned to Steiner this 
year to become beloved teaching assistants for our very young-
est. At right is Tom Wagner (8th grade class of 1995), an 
education major at Eastern Michigan University, surrounded 
by kindergarteners who absolutely adore being with him in 
Aftercare. Below right is his sister Nicole Wagner (8th grade 
Class of 1993) helping Sierra Law in the Bluebirds class. Nicole 
still remembers her introduction to RSSAA, where she was 
utterly captivated by a story her teacher told about Ghengis 
Khan. “This is where I found my true love of history,” says 
the Calvin College graduate. Indeed, Nicole received 
her B.A. in history, and is now a graduate student in 
public policy and Arabic languages at the University 
of Michigan-Dearborn.

At lower left with a cozy group of Yellowbirds 
is Ari Black (8th grade Class of 1995), a gradu-
ate student at Eastern Michigan University in the 
human resources and organizational development 
program. Ari has really enjoyed the children, and 
working with his mom, Yellowbirds teacher Diane 
Black, has been an added bonus!

Back to school takes on neW MeaninG 
For these loWer school aluMni
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“Our highest endeavor must be to develop free human beings, who are able in and 
of themselves to impart purpose and direction to their lives.”   — Rudolf Steiner

Rudolf SteineR School of Ann ARboR

�775 Newport Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

��30 Pontiac Trail Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

THE SENIOR PLAY
A Midsummer Night's 
Dream at the High 
School. June 13, 14, and 
15 at 7:30 p.m.

 RSSAA 
COMMENCEMENT

The Michigan League 
Ballroom, June 16 at 
1:00 p.m., reception 
following at the H.S.

SAVE THE 
DATES!


